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DESCRIPTION OF THE INVALIDITY PENSION AND SURVIVOR’S PENSION 

SCHEME 

further to Annexes I and II of the Rules 

governing the payment of expenses and allowances to Members of the European Parliament 

 

 

 

1. Introduction  

Pending the introduction of a Community system of remuneration and pensions, the European 

Parliament Bureau decided to set up a provisional scheme for the payment of pension rights to: 

 Members becoming disabled during their term of office; 

 the surviving spouses and children of Members deceased during their term of office and those 

of former Members in receipt of an invalidity pension. 

Details concerning the survivor's pension scheme and the invalidity pension scheme are given in 

Annexes I and II respectively of the Rules governing the payment of expenses and allowances to 

Members of the European Parliament (‘PEAM rules’). The scheme will hereafter be referred to as 

‘PEAM Annexes I and II’. 

The Statute for Members of the European Parliament entered into force on 14 July 2009, resulting in: 

1. the creation of a new invalidity and survivor’s pension scheme; 

2. the perpetuation of pension entitlements acquired – prior to entry into force of the Statute – 

under ‘PEAM Annexes I and II'. 

 

2. Legal basis 

The following provisions apply: 

 Annexes I and II of the Rules governing the payment of expenses and allowances to Members 

(PEAM rules); 

 Article 28 of the Statute for Members of the European Parliament; 

 Article 75 of the Implementing Measures for the Statute for Members of the European 

Parliament. 
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3. Acquisition of pension rights 

No contribution was necessary for the acquisition of rights under this scheme. 

Pension rights were payable in the following circumstances: 

 decease of Member during his or her term of office in respect of survivors’ pensions;  

 decision to grant invalidity status by the medical committee responsible for the invalidity 

pension.  

 

4. Subscribers to the scheme 

At the end of 2013, the breakdown by category of the number of subscribers was as follows: 

  Number of 

subscribers 

Recipients of invalidity pension 4 

Recipients of survivor’s pension 44 

Recipients of orphan’s pension 5 

 

No deferred pensioners or contributors belong to the scheme. 

5. Calculation of entitlements 

Pension rights are a proportion of the basic salary of a judge of the European Court of Justice. The 

corresponding percentages are as follows. 

Type of pension % Observations 

Invalidity pension 30% 5% increment for each dependent child 

Survivor’s pension 25%  

Orphan’s pension if one parent is alive 5% Percentage per orphan 

Orphan’s allowance if neither parent is 

alive 

10% Percentage per orphan 

 

In 2014, the basic salary of a judge is EUR 20 832.53. Pensions are adjusted on the same basis as this 

salary. 

 

6. Payment of pension rights 

The annexes forming the legal basis for the scheme specify that national pensions payable on the 

same grounds shall be deducted from pensions paid by the European Parliament. 
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Example: A married Member dies in 2008 and his widow receives a survivor’s pension to which she is 

entitled under Annex I of the PEAM rules. Since 2008, she is also in receipt of a national pension on 

the same grounds, amounting to EUR 32 500 in 2014. 

The pension payment prior to deduction is calculated as follows: 

25% x EUR 20 832.53 = EUR 5 208.13 (monthly) or EUR 62 497.6 (annually). 

Following deduction of national pension payment: 

EUR 62 497.60 - EUR 32 500 = EUR 29 997.60 paid in 12 monthly instalments of EUR 2 499.80 

 

7. Termination of rights 

Invalidity pensions and survivor's’ pensions are payable for life. 

The orphan's pension is payable until recipients are 18 years of age or, where recipients are continuing 

their studies, up to a maximum age of 26. 

8. Financing of the scheme 

The scheme is financed by the European Union budget. 


